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AT THE BEGINNING OF YOUR COURSE 
Now that you are in an online course you may be wondering where do I start? 

Typically 

http://www.google.com/+/learnmore/hangouttype/Link/T390 0]h7 87 44r 573e/Border/W/S/ 467rder[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[406/La[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[406/La[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[406/La[0 0 0]5902600 48-US
https://zoom.us/
http://www.skype.com/en/
http://www.elearners.com/online-education-resources/online-learning/how-to-survive-virtual-group-work/
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The good news is that online learning can provide you with the opportunity to develop meaningful relationships with 
your professors and with other students taking the same course. Conversing online can seem strange or artificial at 
first, but once they get used to it, most people enjoy online discussions. In an online course, everyone has a chance to 
provide their input, and you have time to craft your thoughts before "speak." You're not bounded by the end of a class 
period or limited discussion time. But you'll also need to commit to participating effectively and you'll need specific 
strategies to make this happen. 

Myth #4: Tech skills 
(Myth #5 comes in two parts, but both center on your technical IQ.) 

Myth #4A: "I spend a lot of time on social media and I text my friends more than I talk to them. I don't need to learn any 
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information about your instructor's policies and expectations should be included in their course syllabus. Some 
instructors also provide checklists for all deadlines. If your instructor does not, it might be helpful to create your 
assignment checklist. The organizational and study skills you develop for your first online course will put you on the 
road to success for all your future learning experiences, whether they are online or in a traditional learning environment. 

Adapted from: California Community Colleges. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License. They are available to everyone and maybe repurposed to meet the unique needs of educational institutions. 

PREPARATION STEPS FOR SUCCESS     
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Why, What, How? 
Now that you've heard about how reading online differs from reading print, you should know that this has some really 
practical consequences for reading comprehension—how to understand and apply what you're reading. Improving 
your online reading comprehension will save you time and frustration when you work on your assignments. You'll be 
able to understand your course subject matter better, and your performance on your quizzes and exams will improve. 



 

https://www.ihomeworkapp.com/app/index.html
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2. 

https://apps.3cmediasolutions.org/oei/modules/study-time/text/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://assignmentcalculator.library.ubc.ca/
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Discussion Boards 
The discussion board (also known as a discussion forum, or message board) is one of the most popular features in an 
online course, and it's one place where your asynchronous classroom discussions can occur. Your instructor may post 

https://youtu.be/oQMLwSaXPZ8
https://youtu.be/tg3y2A9pdtI
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ESSENTIAL SKILLS FOR GROUP WORK 
In some courses, your instructor may assign you to complete an assignment with other students as a group project. You 
may already have done group projects in the face to face courses you have participated in. Working online presents 
some particular challenges since you will be communicating with the other members of your team mostly in text. 

You will need to plan and organize the tasks that have been assigned to you and meet the deadlines for doing your part 
of the project, but there are some other things you need to consider. 

Be accountable: if you have agreed to take on a task and complete it by a specific date, respect that the other 
members of your team are counting on you. 

Offer and request feedback: It is expected that you will ask questions to clarify what you will be doing and help other 
members of your team. Be respectful of the viewpoints of others and ask questions when you are uncertain. 

Explain your ideas: you may find that you need to be a little more persuasive when collaborating in writing than face to 
face. Again, be respectful of the opinions of the other members of your team, and make an effort to explain your point 
of view. 

It will take longer: group projects usually take more time to complete than assignments you work on alone. There is 
more planning and negotiating required. So, plan to spend some time communicating with your team members in 
addition to completing your part of the assignment. 

Creative Commons License Info: Some of the material adapted from California Community Colleges. 


